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June 7, 2006

VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL

Hon. R. James Nicholson
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1000
Washington, DC 20420
FAX: (202) 273-4877

Hon. William F. Tuerk

Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 400
Washington, DC 20420
FAX: (202) 273-6709

Re: Failure to Approve Wiccan Pentacle for use on
NCA-Provided Headstones, Markers, and Plaques

Dear Secretary Nicholson and Under Secretary Tuerk:

It has come to our attention that, for the past nine years, the Wiccan
community has repeatedly sought to have the Wiccan Pentacle added to the National
Cemetery Administration's list of approved emblems for government headstones,
markers, and plaques, but that those requests have not been acted upon. Most
recently, the Rev. Selena Fox of Circle Sanctuary filed an application in January
2006, but the Department of Veterans Affairs and the National Cemetery
Administration have failed to act on it. Indeed, though Deputy Secretary Gordon
Mansfield responded on April 18 to Rev. Fox's inquiry regarding the status of the
application, he declined to provide even an indication of the time-frame for a
decision on the matter. The National Cemetery Administration's failure to approve
the Wiccan Pentacle for use on official headstones, markers, and plaques, while
approving the emblems of numerous other religions, plainly violates the
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The federal courts have looked principally to three factors in determining
whether a set of beliefs constitutes a "religion" for purposes ofthe Establishment and
Free Exercise Clauses and other legal protections afforded to religion:

First, a religion addresses fundamental and ultimate questions having
to do with deep and imponderable matters. Second, a religion is
comprehensive in nature; it consists of a belief-system as opposed to
an isolated teaching. Third, a religion often can be recognized by the
presence of certain formal and external signs.

.Your voice in the battle to preserve religious liberty




